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It is hoped that this guide through the Entebbe 
Botanic Gardens will meet a long-felt public 
desire and that the numerous visitors to the 
Gardens will find it an inspiration as they wander 
through what can truthfully be described as one 
of the beauty spots of East Africa. The Gardens 
is a popular stop over for visitors to Uganda on 
their way from or to Entebbe International 
Airport. At just 34km from Kampala, the 
Gardens are also a popular place for the city 
dwellers to spend a weekend away from the 
routine noises and hectic chores of the city. The 
historic Botanic Gardens together with the 
National Genebank comprise the Plant Genetic 
Resources Centre of the National Agricultural 
Research Organization. The mission of the 
centre is to ensure the conservation, manage-
ment and sustainable use of Uganda's Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(PGRFA) while optimizing their full potential in 
contributing to national development goals. The 
Gardens are laid out on 40 hectares stretching 
over a kilometer along the scenic shores of Lake 
Victoria and rising inland through a series of 
undulating magnificent gentle hills. The Gardens 
help to promote the protection of nature for use 
by human kind for scientific, research, education 
and recreation. It also creates awareness of the 
beauty of nature so that we can all participate in 
its conservation and enjoyment. In the Gardens 
you find representation of typical tropical-rain 
forest and wetland ecosystems which attract 
vast numbers of birds, reptiles and apes making 
it a good destination for animal lovers as well. 
The Gardens are a home to over 400 plant 
species ranging from little known indigenous 
fruit and medicinal plants; the towering highly 
prized commercial timber species; the economi-
cally important crop species and their relatives; 
to a wide range of ornamentals. The beautiful 
collections are enhanced by the flavor of dozens 
of exotic plant species that were brought into the 
country over the last century.

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to The Entebbe Botanic Gardens!

Apart from being an incredibly beautiful 
scenery, the Gardens house an important 
Uganda plant heritage which provided the 
springboard for the flourishing national 
agricultural research ‘empire’ having been 
the first agricultural research unit to be 
established in the country. The first Guide 
was written in 1951 by Mrs. Anita Hayes, the 
Curator then. This edition has been 
produced by the Plant Genetic Resources 
Centre team comprising Joyce Adokorach, 
Catherine Kiwuka, Suzan K. Komukama, 
Brenda Namulondo and Eva Zaake under the 
technical and editorial stewardship of J. W. 
Mulumba (PhD), the current Curator. 
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Fig.1: The entrances to PGRC offices on the left and to the Gardens on the right

The hut-like shelter at the entrance of the Gardens 
depicts the grass thatched nature of houses most 
Ugandans lived in at the time the Gardens started. 
One is instantly hit by the gently sloping beautiful 
landscape merging into the green vegetation 
amalgamating from the different plant collections 
with canopy gaps revealing the blue-white waters 
of Lake Victoria.

Immediately on entering the gate, on the right hand 
side is a large Eucalyptus tree (Eucalyptus citriodo-
ra), and on the left hand side is a medium size 
Nongo tree (Albizia grandibracteata). Another 
species of the same genus, Albizia coriaria follows 
a few metres down the slope. Further left is another 
Nongo tree next to it is the Mahogany bean (Afzelia 
quanzensis) and a huge Muwafu tree (Canarium 

schweinfurthii) an indigenous tree whose fruits are 
edible and available in local markets. Its bark 
produces a gum which can be tapped and used to 
repair broken pottery, to fasten arrow heads and a 
fragrant resin as incense.

On the right hand-side one comes to a young Mvule 
tree (Milicia excelsa) planted by Their Imperial 
Highnesses of Japan. One of the most valuable 
indigenous timber trees with a height (30-50 m) and 
diameter of 2-10 m giving good quality timber. It 
played an important role in the expansion of the 
colonial rule across the regions of Uganda and this is 
still evident in the different  administrative towns 
where it was planted over a century ago.
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specimens of this tree in the Gardens and, with 
their fine bipinnate leaves and cream-coloured 
flowers which turn to a copper colour, are a great 
help in breaking up the heavy green which is often 
a monotonous feature of landscapes in the 
tropics. The timber is durable in fresh water and 
used for structural purposes and sleepers. Right 
at the corner of the road is the medicinal Kigelia 
africana a tree characterized by its large 
sausage-shaped fruits. Also to be seen here is a 
small collection of yesterday, today and tomorrow 
shrubs (Brunfelsia latifolia). The flowers are 
fragrant and open from dark lavender blue to pale 
lavender and white over several days.

This shrub looks striking when covered with 
flowers in all three colours and the lush green 
foliagelooks great at any time of the year. Down to 
the junction is the Umbrella tree (Musanga 
cecropioides) on the left. Straight across are two 
specimens of Trichilia dregeana (Sekoba), an 
indigenous very large vergreen tree on the right of 
which is the Rubber tree (Havea brasilliensis) 
collection.  Though global natural rubber produc-
tion has been outstripped by the synthetic, this 
great tree has been and continues to be extremely 
valuable.

Followed by a line of young Alexandra palms 
(Archontophoenix alexandrae), the oil palm 
(Elaeis guineensis) and the Traveler’s palm 
(Ravenala madagascariensis) which was 
introduced from Madagascar over a century ago. 
This plant derives its English name from the fact 
that the large leaf-stalk can store a considerable 
amount of water that sustained travelers of the 
time by quenching their thirst. On the left are two 
specimens of Royal palm (Roystonea regia) 
followed by a Pinus canarensis behind which is a 
collection of Bougainvillea sp in a bush-like form 
among which one sees a Polyscias fulva 
specimen coming up. Further down the slope are 
five specimens of the Royal palms, one on the 
right and four to the left. Following is a line of 
Gum Arabic trees (Senegalia senegal), formerly 
known as Acacia senegal, a common tree in arid 
and semi arid zones of Africa whose gum is used 
as a stabilizer, thickener and binder in beverage, 
confectionery and pharmaceutical industries. 
Behind this, stands a tall and straight Areca nut 
palm (Areca catechu).

A large indigenous Mpewere tree (Piptadenias-
trum africanum) marks the boundary of the 
Gardens on your right. There are several 

Fig.2: Muwafu tree, behind are collections of Bougainvillea sp
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Fig.3: Podo avenue, with rubber tree collection in the background

Following are two specimens of Sand box tree (Hura creppitans) from South America. It 
bears hard round fruits with flat ends and divided into several sections each holding one seed. 
This tree is used for making drums, shingle and beehives. Beyond the Sand box you come 
across a collection of Callistemon salignus and C. rigidus, the Bottle brush trees of Australia 
to the right of which is the Mukuzanyana (Blighia unijugata) whose various parts are consid-
ered to have sedative and analgesic properties. This is followed by the Drum tree (Cordia 
millenii)  and the Margaritaria discoideus, a suitable tree for forest and woodlots with hard and 
heavy timber. 

Standing at the junction, on your right is the Cannon Ball  tree (Couroupita guianensis), a 
native of the West  Indies and Guiana, which gets its name from the appearance of its fruit. 
Its sweet scented flowers are irresistible. When the fruit is ripe it explodes with aloud
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Fig.4: The  Cannon ball tree

Nearby is the Muvule tree (Milicia excelsa). On the left is a road (Podo avenue) lined with 
PODO trees (Podocarpus milanjianus), producing a useful soft wood. Behind the avenue is a 
collection of rubbertrees (Hevea brasiliensis).  Keeping straight on, there are collections of 
trees on the left, including Ceiba pentandra, the small seeds of which are embedded in 
whitish floss which is the Kapok of commerce, used for stuffing cushions. Ahead on the left is 
a small secondary forest. It is of interest to note that over a century and half ago this space 
was clear land being used as the first nursery of the Gardens. With the exception of the large 
Nkoba (Lovoa  trichilioides) and a few Antiaris toxicaria, the rest of  the vegetation is natural 
re-growth since that time. The edge of this thicket (following the Road) accommodates a 
collection of indigenous trees and shrubs that are suited to this environment. 
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Fig.5: A view of Lake Victoria



Page 7

Down the road the eyes meet the 
glamorous Lake Victoria, the largest 
fresh water lake in Africa shared by 
three East African countries i.e. 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. A 
breath taking cliff overlooking the 
Lake can be accessed 100m from 
the road. As the lake disappears 
from sight, the circular road takes 
you to a junction with the Podocar-
pus Avenue. At the junction is an old 
Eucalyptus citriodora and two big 
Muwafu trees (Canarium schwein-
furthi) adjacent to one another, 
behind which are Ficus spp (Ficus 
thoningii, Ficus natalensis and Ficus 
exasparata). F. natalensis bark is 
used to produce the traditional bark 
cloth.

Straight ahead is a Cocoa (Theobro-
ma cacao) collection planted around 
1903 under the shade of Terminalia 
ivorensis and Antiaris toxicaria. The 
seeds of cocoa are the major 
ingredient in chocolate production. 
Turning left before the junction is a 
big fruited Dellinia indica after which 
is the Pitanga Cherry (Eugenia 
uniflora) growing together with 
Coffea liberica.  Turning right at the 
edge of the cocoa collection is the 
mango tree (Mangifera indica), 
Picralima nitida, Velvet Apple 
(Diospyros discolor); Pitanga Cherry 
amongst others.  Down the path as 
you enter the forest, on the right is 
Kifabakazi (Spathodea campanula-
ta) and the African mahogany 
(Khaya anthotheca). On entering the 
forest one notices the aggressive 
alien climber (Thunbergia grandiflo-
ra) beautifully, but dangerously 
suffocating other species.  An 
important message to all of us to be 
careful while undertaking plant 
introduction. Along the forest path 
on your left is a small stream signify-
ing the role of forests as water 
catchment.
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Looking up one can appreciate the structure and composition of the tropical natural forest 
comprising a whole range of climbers and lianas such as Saba comorensis, an indigenous climb-
ing shrub with edible fruits. At the stream junction is a collection of wild rice (Oryza eichingeri), 
relative of the cultivated rice.  Having kept your ears wide open, you will be listening to a range of 
musical notes from a number of birds, monkeys and insects enjoying their preferred forest habitat.

Fig.6: Tropical Forest trials
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Coming to the top of the steps and turning left 
on the road are very old Cycads (Encephalar-
tos equatorialis and Cycas revoluta). E. 
equatorialis is endemic to Uganda and that it is 
Critically Endangered while Cycas revoluta is 
an exotic species. Behind which is the Rock 
Garden beneath the beautiful shade of the  
Calabash Nutmeg (Monodora myristica) with 
orchid-like flowers, Muwafu (Canarium 
schweinfurthii), African grape (Pseudospondi-
as microcarpa) and the big False mvule (Antia-
ris toxicaria) which derives its epithet from its 
toxic sap. Walking through the Rock Garden 
one encounters a  mixture of Oil palms (Elaeis 
guineensis), common ornamentals notably are  
Heliconia psittacorum, Marantochloa leucan-
tha, Pandanus veitchii and the succulents, a 
collective name for plants which have parts  
that are more than normally thickened and 
fleshy mainly for purposes of retaining water. 
This characteristic is particularly important in 

Fig.7: The  Rock gardens

arid and semi arid conditions. The succulents 
represented here belong to the EUPHORBIA, 
AGAVE, STAPELIA and CACTUS. Notably is 
the Pandanus veitchii. Following the left foot 
path up the junction is the Hallea stipulosa 
locally known as Nzingu, a native tree to 
Uganda, adjacent to Ananas sativus and 
opposite the Pereskia gradifolia, an edible leaf 
cactus.
Leaving the rock garden, on the left hand-side 
in the open lawn is the iron wood tree 
(Cynometra alexandri), one of the hardest 
timber species, and close-by is barbados 
cherry tree (Malpighia glabra). A gentle walk 
uphill through the Musizi Trees (Maesopsis 
eminii) another important timber tree, to the 
huge Mpewere and Antiaris toxicaria trees gets 
you atop the hill. Down-hill is the breath-taking 
panoramic view of the landscape cascading 
through the palm collections into the tropical 
rain forest down to the lake shore.



The palm collections comprise the indigenous Raffia Palm (Raphia farinifera), the young 
leaves of which are in great demand for making mats and baskets. The seeds of this palm 
get very hard when ripe, and are used for making buttons and ornaments, often passed on 
to unwary tourists as ivory pieces . Adjacent to the Raffia palms are five Sugar palms (Boras-
sus flabillifer) native to Indian subcontinent and SE. Asia followed by a Royal  Palm (Roysto-
nea regia), three graceful Caribee Palms (Roystonea oleracea) and a Cabbage Palm (Sabal 
palmetto), imported from the West Indies rising to full majesty. Facing uphill on the left, is 
another Calabash nutmeg (Monodora myristica) adjacent to a Fish Tail Palm (Caryota mitis) 
of  Malay and Vepris nobilis.

Straight ahead in the open lawn is Spondianthus preussi, the bark and leaves of which are 
said to be poisonous to humans, although birds eat the fruit. On the right hand side are three 
Craibia brownii specimens. Moving straight on the right there is the Breadfruit tree (Artocar-
pus altilis), the fruit of which has an amazing range of uses. 

Fig.8: View of palm collection
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The fruit can be cooked and eaten at all stages of growth, and is a delicious substitute for 
starchy root crops like potatoes, pasta, or rice. There are two specimens of Mvule trees on the 
left, adjacent to the Rosewood (Tipuana tipu) with beautiful yellow flowers and a Brazil cherry 
to the right behind which is a bushy collection of Bougainvillea sp. Continuing straight on past 
the Brazil cherry, just before reachingthe corner are two specimens of Soursop (Annona 
muricata) from the West Indies, which bears a green spiky fruit. You will find reference to this 
fruit as a good cancer deterrent. The juice from the pulp makes excellent ice-cream and also 
a very pleasant drink. On the far right is a Pink Shower tree (Cassia grandis) beautifully 
branched to provide very good shade.

Across the road on your right hand is the Mubende Witch Tree (Pteryogota milbraedii), a 
timber tree used in carving and making beer canoes. Up on your left hand-side is the fruit-tree 
block comprising long time introductions such as Mango (Mangifera indica) from India; 
Jambolam (Eugenia jambolana) from Java; the Litchi (Litchi chinensis) from China, the fruit of 
which is highly esteemed by both Africans and Europeans; Casinora edulis and the Sea-grape 
(Coccolaba uvifera), which grows on the seashore in the West Indies. Amongst the relatively 
young fruit tree collections are the indigenous Syzygium guineense, Garcinnia buchananii, 
Mussaenda arcuata and Parinari curatellifolia collected mainly from degraded natural habitats 
of Uganda.
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Fig.9: The fruit block

Towards the bottom end of the block is 
Durio zibenthinus besides which is an 
indigenous none fruit tree, Erythrina abyssi-
nica followed by a collection of Guava Trees 
(Psidium guajava and Psidium cattleainum).
 
Across the road is a Hydnocarpus macrocar-
pa tree originating from India. The oil from 
these trees has been used to treat leprosy. 
At the junction, on the right hand-side of 
which is Margaritaria discoidea and Shiraki-
opsis elliptica trees which have similar 
looking trunks behind which is a mahogany 
tree (Khaya anthotheca). Other trees along 
the road side include: Terminalia mantaly 
and a Spathodea campanulata. At the end of 
this plot is the Japanese fern tree (Filicium 
decipens) and a huge Ordeal tree (Erythro-
phloeum suaveolens) known for its use for 
trial-by-ordeal. The accused is given a 

concoctionmade from its macerated bark 
and vomiting it is a sign of innocence.

Another road junction, on the left of which is 
the medicinal block comprising so many 
species of medicinal importance. Among 
them is the Rosy periwinkle (Catharanthus 
roseus), Prunus africana, Kalancheo pinna-
ta, Artermisia annua, a herb that provides 
Artemisinin, the active compound in modern 
anti-malarial drugs; Dracaena fragrans and 
young Warburgia ugandensis, to mention 
but a few.
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Fig.10: The medicinal garden
At the bottom of the hill, the road divides into three.  Straight ahead one walks through the 
BAMBOO (Bambusa vulgaris and Dendrocalamus giganteus).  The road to the left leads 
through the demonstration Block while turning right leads you passed the nursery lined with 
the ‘flame of the forest’ (Spathodea campanulata) specimens a medicinal tree too, locally 
called Kifabakazi. The road continues pass the Pergola flourishing in the beauty of Bignonia 
magnifica.
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Fig.11: The Pergola

Passing the pergola, the Carambola tree (Averrhoa carambola) from the Molucca Islands is 
seen. Its ripe fruit has a rich amber colour and makes delicious preserves and fruit drinks. 
The camphor tree (Cinnamomum camphora) cultivated for camphor comes into view. It is 
used as a culinary spice, a component of incense, and as a medicine. Beyond is a large 
native, Spondianthus preusii commonly known as Mimbiri. 

Near the road is the African fan Palm (Borassus aethiopum), the tallest of the Ugandan native 
palms.This palm has many uses including the edible fruit and tender roots of young plants; 
and the termite damage proof fibre used in construction. Across the road is the African grape 
(Pseudospondias microcarpa), the bush candle tree (Canarium schweinfurthii) followed by 
Treculia africana. At the edge of the forest, is a collection of Mango-steens (Garcinia mangos-
tana) a tropical evergreen fruit tree believed to have originated in the Sunda Islands and the 
Moluccas of Indonesia. The fruit is thought by many to be the best tropical fruit. Straight on, 
through the tropical forest, it is time for refreshment (Restaurant). You may lie and ponder the 
wonders of nature.  Happy stay at the Botanic Gardens and in Uganda!!
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KEY
A-M: Blocks (Demarcation of the Gardens)

MAP OF
ENTEBBE BOTANIC GARDEN
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Plant Genetic Resource Centre / Entebbe Botanic Garden
P.O. Box 40 Entebbe, Uganda

Tel: +256 414 320 638
Email: curator@infocom.co.ug

Website:
http://www.naro.go.ug/Institute/EntebbeBotanicalgardens/pgrc.html 


